
St. Paul’s  UMC
Helena, Montana Planning your Wedding

512 Logan Street - Helena, MT 59601
406-442-5643

www.stpaulshelena.org

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church welcomes all people of any age, gender, 
color, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, economic status, or disability 

into the full life and membership of this congregation. 



What is Christian Marriage?
Christian marriage begins with a decision of two persons to spend the remainder of their 
lives together, sharing the joys and cares, the loves and responsibilities of interdependent 
living.

More than just a physical union, Christian marriage is the uniting of two spirits, two chil-
dren of God.  Through mutual trust and faith, the two can achieve a sense of oneness that 
will touch every element of their lives.  Marriage is a partnership in which each person 
respects the rights and privileges of the other.  It is a skilled oneness which comes with 
practice and patience.  It is a love which grows.

Who May Be Married 
in the Church?
Our Sanctuary is dedicated to the glory of 
God, and used for the administration of 
the Christian sacraments, public worship, 
and private prayer, for weddings and 
funerals, and for activities of the church 
and its organizations.  To all who desire 
to use the worship facilities for any of 
these purposes, a cordial invitation is 
extended. Please remember to treat them 
with reverence and good taste.

The Church
The church is happy to make its facilities 
available to all who desire a wedding 
service which emphasizes the sacredness 
of Christian marriage.  A wedding is a 
sacred event and we strive to keep every 
part of the ceremony in harmony with 
this ideal.  

Because the church is a private facili-
ty and in keeping with its purpose and 
policy, SMOKING IS NOT PERMIT-
TED IN THE BUILDINGS AND AL-
COHOLIC BEVERAGES ARE NOT 
TO BE BROUGHT ON, CONSUMED, 
OR SERVED ANYWHERE ON THE 
PROPERTY.  Any violation of this policy 
will call for the immediate cancellation of 
the wedding.

Rehearsal
To make sure the wedding ceremony proceeds smoothly, a rehearsal is usually held 1-2 
days prior.  During the carefully outlined rehearsal, details of the wedding are reviewed.  
This rehearsal is to be attended only by members if the wedding party, the ushers, the 
parents of the bride, and the parents of the groom.  The soloist and organist should also 
attend if possible.

All reception fees shall be paid in advance 
to the Reception Coordinator of the United 
Methodist Women.

Fees 
for serving cake, coffee, tea, mints and nuts:
 $60.00 - first 50 guests
 $80.00 - 51-100 guests

for serving buffet lunches/dinners:
 $120.00 - first 50 guests
 $180.00 - 51-100 guests
  
If United Methodist Women are not serving 
the reception, no UMW dishes, tablecloths 
or other equipment will be provided.  The 
family must do all set up and must clean up 
immediately after the event.

Reception 
If desired, The United Methodist Wom-
en will provide services and equipment 
for anyone desiring a reception at the 
church, see fee schedule, below.  Advance 
notice should be given as far in advance 
as possible.  The wedding party is re-
sponsible for doing any decorating and 
must remove such immediately after the 
reception.

UMW will provide the punch bowl, ladle, 
crystal cups, plates, nut & mint dishes, tea 
and coffee service, tablecloths, and knife 
for cutting the cake.  

UMW will set the reception tables, 
arrange the refreshments on the tables, 
serve the refreshments and clean up after 
the reception. The 
bride may want to 
honor special friends 
by asking them to 
serve at the refresh-
ment tables.



Application for Wedding Service
In order to confirm a wedding date and time, fees 
must be submitted to the church office. 

Cost
     St. Paul’s Members & Supporters:  $250 
     All Others:    $400

This includes the services of a sound technician, 
use of the building and cleaning fee.

Additional honorarium to the pastor is custom-
ary and is not included in the above fees. Though 
there is not a set fee for the pastor’s services, 
many couples ask for a suggested amount. 
Ordinarily, the pastor’s honorarium is between 
$200 - $350.  

Cancellations
In the event the wedding is cancelled, the Ceremony fee is 50% refundable if the cancella-
tion occurs at least 1 month prior to the wedding date.  Within 30 days of the date, this fee 
is non-refundable.  
   

The time of weddings is dependent upon available facilities and personnel.

Once all fees have been paid the date and time will be reserved on the church calendar.  
Do not make detailed arrangements until this process has been completed.

The Pastor
One of the pastors of St. Paul’s will ordi-
narily officiate at the wedding ceremony.  
In their absence, another minister may be 
asked by you to officiate.  St. Paul’s min-
isters are happy to share the service with 
another minister or priest.

A valid marriage license, issued within 
the state, and acceptable for use with-
in the county, must be presented to the 
pastor before the marriage service will 
begin.  The license and marriage certifi-
cate are signed by the best man and maid 
or matron of honor, in the presence of the 
pastor.

Scheduling of the Wedding

Other Matters of Importance...
1.  No rice, confetti, or bird seed is to be distributed or thrown on Church property. 
2.  No Smoking is allowed in the building.
3.  No Alcoholic Beverages are permitted at any time, including receptions.
4.  The Church will not allow the rehearsal or wedding to take place when ANY  
 member of the wedding party is under the influence of drugs or alcohol.
5.  Any cancellation of wedding plans must be made in writing as soon as possible.



Invitations
 The name and address of the church is as follows:
  St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
  80 E. Lawrence
  Helena, MT 59601

 The mailing address for the church is:
  St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
  512 Logan Street
  Helena, MT 59601

Music
The Parish Administrator can provide the name and contact information for the Church 
organist/pianist/soloists.  However, you may involve other musicians if you so choose.   
All musical fees are arranged directly with the musicians involved.

Since a wedding is a service of worship, please use care in selecting your music.  While the 
music should be consistent with the religious character of matrimony, both sacred and 
secular are permissible.  Musical selections must be confirmed by the pastor officiating 
the wedding.  

Flowers, Decorations 
and Candles, Etc. 
Arrangements for all flowers and decora-
tions are the responsibility of the couple.  

The Church candelabras may be used 
during the service and decorated prior 
to the wedding day provided there is 
no scheduling conflict.  Standard size 
candles fit our candelabras and are not 
provided.  The wedding couple assumes 
liability for the candelabras upon remov-
al from the Church.   The use of candles 
is limited by the fire department to the 
Chancel area only.

After scheduling with the Parish Admin-
istrator, the church may be decorated a 
few hours before the ceremony.  Please 
Note: St. Paul’s is an open church and 
we assume no responsibility or liability 
for anything left unattended prior to 
the start of the ceremony.

Photographs
We encourage the taking of photos prior 
to the ceremony.  Flash pictures during 
the service are not allowed.  Please in-
struct your ushers to convey this message 
to guests arriving with cameras.  Pictures 
during the recessional and after the cere-
mony may be taken.  Videotaping shall be 
done from the balcony.


